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               MATTHEW TEN NOTES 
 It’s now time for a heart to heart talk. Jesus is on the cusp of sending His apostles for 
mission, but there are a few important things to learn first:  
 (1) Simplicity and dependence on God alone---not their personal resources or wisdom; 
 (2) Prudence in dealing with fierce opposition;  
 (3) Courage in the face of a terrifying world. To be a persevering disciple involves 
embracing the cross and inevitable suffering; in short, looking a lot like your crucified Master. 
 Jesus is our model. He calls us not to just imitate Him, but to do so with profound love 
and generosity. We are called to share not only in His power, but also in His lifestyle and 
sufferings. Anybody still interested? 
 
Matthew 10:1-4: Sharing Jesus’ Authority 
 How have you exercised Jesus’ delegated authority? ____________________________ 
 
Matthew 10:5-15: Jesus’ Manual on How to Be a Missionary Disciple  
Basic principle: Without Jesus, you cannot succeed. With Jesus, you cannot fail (John 15:5). 
 
 King Jesus encourages His 12 royal officers to preach a simple message: “The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand” (10:5-7). “While on their preaching journey, they will live according to the 
Beatitudes: They will be poor, carrying nothing with them (10:8-10). They will be peacemakers, 
bringing peace to the homes they visit (10:13). And they will be thoroughly persecuted for the 
sake of Jesus (10:17-23). Jesus grants to them his very own authority, such that anyone who 
accepts the apostles will be as good as accepting Jesus himself (10:40). To embrace the King’s 
officer is to embrace the King himself.”1 
 How are you living the Beatitudes now as you carry out God’s ministry to which you are 
called? ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 10:16-25: No Surprises: Expectations, Warnings, & Consolation 
Jesus prepares His disciples for hostility! How have you dealt with hardship incurred simply 
because you were Christian? How is Jesus your model? _________________________________ 
 
Matthew 10:16 
 Why would Jesus tell His disciples to become as “cunning as serpents”? What ‘snake 
behavior’ might He be wanting them to adopt as they move into ministry? _________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “First, when serpents move into a new territory, they don’t announce their presence. 
Instead, they lay low, stay quiet, and blend into the environment. Designed to be camouflaged, 
they can be unnoticed by the vilest aggressor. As snakes evaluate a new situation, they see 
what kind of opportunities are in the area. They identify places of shelter. They find ‘hiding 
places’ to protect themselves from attack. They observe to see where they can find the easiest 
prey. When all these facts are assimilated, the serpent is ready to act. But this ‘settling-in’ 
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period is a key time. And Jesus said there is wisdom in a serpent’s behavior from which we need 
to learn! 
 When God calls you to do something new—to move to new territory or to seize a divine 
opportunity—it is wise for us to move carefully and slowly into that new phase of our lives. A 
common mistake is to act too fast. Acting hastily before all the facts are gathered and 
assimilated can lead us to make erroneous decisions.  Take time to really understand the 
opportunities around you. Take advantage of your preparation time before you announce great 
and glorious plans, making sure that you are completely informed of all the facts.  
 Second, serpents are wise to know when to seize the moment and strike! Knowing when 
to act is as important as knowing when to lay low. When prey passes before a serpent, that 
serpent knows it’s time to strike! So when it’s time to act, put your fears and emotions aside 
and seize the moment! 
 You may be asking: ‘But how do I know when it’s time to lay low or time to take action 
and seize the moment?’ The Holy Spirit will lead you in these areas if you will be sensitive 
enough in your spirit to follow His leading. If you will take the time to get quiet and listen for 
His voice, He will guide you past every obstacle, camouflage you from many attacks, and show 
you exactly when to take action in your family, your church, and the ministry God has give you. 
 You and I are not brilliant enough to figure out the right timing for everything by our 
own logic. The timing for our actions must be directed by the Holy Spirit, not us. If we learn to 
depend on the Spirit’s leading, we will walk thorough many strategic doors at key moments. But 
it is imperative that we understand this: When He says ‘NOW!’ it really means ‘NOW’!”2  
 When have you been as shrewd as a serpent but as innocent as a dove? _____________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 10:19 
 “Among the terrors awaiting the disciples are the anxiety connected with speaking at a 
public trial (10:19), divisions within families and subsequent acts of betrayal (10:21), hatred 
(10:22), and persecution (10:23). These terrors are outweighed by confidence in the Spirit 
(10:20) and in their ultimate vindication when God’s kingdom comes (10:22).”3 
 When have you spoken and been surprised at how the Holy Spirit spoke through you? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 10:26-33: Being Courageous in a Scary World 
Matthew 10:27 
 What does this verse mean to you? __________________________________________ 
 “Sometimes God puts us through the experience and discipline of darkness to teach us 
to hear and obey him. Pay attention when God puts you into darkness, and keep your mouth 
closed while you are there. Are you in the dark right now in your circumstances, or in your life 
with God? If so, then remain quiet. If you open your mouth in the dark, you will speak while in 
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the wrong mood—darkness is the time to listen. Don’t talk to other people about it; don’t read 
books to find out the reason for the darkness; just listen and obey. If you talk to other people, 
you cannot hear what God is saying. When you are in the dark, listen, and God will give you a 
very precious message for someone else once you are back in the light. 
 After every time of darkness, we should experience a mixture of delight and humiliation. 
We should experience delight for having heard God speak, but mostly humiliation for having 
taken so long to hear Him! Then we will exclaim, ‘How slow I have been to listen and 
understand what God has been telling me!’ And yet God has been saying it for days and even 
weeks. But once you hear Him, He gives you the gift of humiliation, which brings a softness of 
heart—a gift that will always cause you to listen to God now.”4 
 
Matthew 10:28 
 “What would your life look like if you were not afraid?”5 __________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Be not afraid” was Jesus’ most common commandment. What about following Jesus as 
a disciple causes you the most fear? How would Jesus tenderly reply to your concern? _______ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 If Jesus knows how many hairs you have (--in other words, every single detail!)--- who 
knows you better: yourself or God? How beloved are you, according to Jesus? How would a 
deep knowledge of these facts shrink your present fear? _______________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 10: 34-36: Jesus as Prince of Peace Who Causes Division 
 When has being a faithful Christian caused conflict in your circle of friends, family, or co-
workers? How did you handle it? ___________________________________________________ 
 Do you try to avoid conflict at all cost? Does it make you uneasy that Jesus does not 
offer a conflict-free life? __________________________________________________________ 
 Today, did Jesus have your absolute loyalty above all else and everyone else? ________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Matthew 10:37-42: Counting the Cost of Discipleship 
How is the blunt statement: “Whoever does not take up his cross and follow me is not worthy 
of me” (10:38) characteristic of Jesus as the Truth, who does not mince words or present 
anything other than the harsh reality of what to expect from a broken world ruled by Satan? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 “Taking up the cross means not just being willing to suffer but being willing to suffer as 
he did, absorbing violence and hatred through our forgiveness and nonviolence.”6 There is no 
Christianity without the Cross and self-denial! 
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 What is Jesus asking of you now that will ‘cost’ you? _____________________________ 
  “Dare to recognize in all simplicity how much of yourself you must sacrifice for 
Him. May Jesus reign, no matter how much it cost you! ‘He must increase; I must decrease’… 
Look courageously at the cross which awaits you.  You will have to make difficult sacrifices. You 
will have to spend and exhaust yourself in the service of souls—and that, not only during a few 
hours or days, but just as long as there will be souls to save; not only in moments of enthusiasm 
and success, but also in moments of difficulty and disgust.  
 Before every apostolic effort, in addition to praying, offer some sacrifice. If the work is 
particularly difficult, prepare and accompany it with particularly hard sacrifices. But remember 
that suffering has no redemptive power of itself, but only when united with the sufferings of 
Jesus. When sorrow comes to you in your apostolic labors, come and press closer to Jesus. 
Together climb up to Calvary. There, close to the Cross of the Redeemer, you will understand 
the infinite value of that suffering which puzzled and crushed you previously. 
 An action, a gesture, a look, or a smile often does more good than a long sermon. Let 
people near you feel something of that mysterious Presence which they experience near the 
Tabernacle. Be a Christian who knows no fear and gives no ground for reproach; and your 
conduct will be a constant sermon. 
 Learn to speak as an apostle. Do not say, ‘I have no opportunity of doing so.’ The 
opportunity exists, look for it; if none exists, create one. If you think you are powerless to do 
good, what you lack is not the opportunity for good, but the fire of apostolic zeal. Come and 
renew it on Calvary, and you will find abundant opportunities to spread it far and wide.  
 Do not object: ‘Nothing can be done here. The people round about me are all 
indifferent.’ There are noble hearts which hide; there are generous souls quite unaware of their 
own generosity. It is for you to make them realize what they are capable of. They will be 
supremely happy to feel longings for perfection and a devotion to a great cause awaken within 
them.”7 
 
Summary: Your Identity 
“Remember who you are and whose you are”- Sister Thea Bowman. 
1. You are a “servant of Christ” (1 Corin 4:1). 
2. You are not qualified, just called (1 Corin 1:26-27), willing to build upon Christ’s foundation 
 for the sake of others. 
3. You are God’s co-worker (not vice versa). 
4. You are not ‘worldly wise,’ but more importantly, spiritually mature and discerning. 
5. You share ‘the mind of Christ’ (1 Corin 2:16), and thereby think radically and refreshingly 
differently than those around you. 
 
 
 
 
(C) Glenda Canfield, Nov 2022. 
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